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SUMMARY 

THREE INCIDENTS IN 48 HOURS INVOLVING SIX AMERICANS, ONE OF 
WHOM WAS KILLED, APPEAR TO BE COINCIDENTAL, UNRELATED EVENTS, 
IN PART PROVOKED BY CARNIVAL. DOMINICA'S DEPUTY PREMIER HAS 
APOLOGIZED TO EMBASSY AND HAS MADE RADIO ADDRESS CRITICIZING 
THESE INCIDENTS AND ASSURING BETTER FUTURE PROTECTION FOR 
FOREIGNERS. END SUMMARY. 

1. FIRST INCIDENT OCCURRED SUNDAY EVENING, FEB 24, WHEN FOUR 
YOUNG AMERICANS (2 MEN AND 2 WOMEN) WERE ATTACKED BY SEVERAL 
YOUNG DOMINICANS WHILE SLEEPING IN TENT ON BEACH AT HATTON 
GARDEN (PAGUA) BAY, IUST SOUTH OF MARIGOT ON NORTH-EAST END 
OF DOMINICA (BTN 336). THREE RECEIVED CUTS FROM MACHETE BLOWS, 
AND ALL WERE ROBBED AND WARNED TO LEAVE DOMINICA OR BE KILLED 
SINCE WHITES NOT WELCOME. ONE AMERICAN HAD VISITED DOMINICA 
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LAST YEAR AND SPENT SEVERAL WEEKS CAMPING IN DIFFERENT SITES 
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THROUGHOUT ISLAND WITHOUT ENCOUNTERING ANY HOSTILITY 
WHATSOEVER. 

2. SECOND INCIDENT OCCURRED FEB 26 WHEN 43 YOUR OLD AMERICAN 
MALE WAS BATHING WITH THREE OTHER TOURISTS IN RIVER ON OUTSKIRTS 
OF CAPITOL CITY OF ROSEAU (BTN 356). ALL FOUR WERE ATTACKED 
WITHOUT PROVOCATION BY FOUR YOUNG DOMINICANS USING LARGE STONES. 
AMERICAN, WHOSE FACE WAS BADLY BRUISED AND CUT, RECEIVED MEDICAL 
TREATMENT FROM HOSPITAL AND THEN REMAINED IN HOTEL ROOM TO 
CONVALESCE. 

3. THIRD INCIDENT OCCURRED EVENING FEB 26, FINAL NIGHT OF 
CARNIVAL, WHEN 63 YEAR OLD USCIT JOHN JIRASEK, WHO HAS VISITED 
DOMINICA AT CARNIVAL TIME FOR PAST SIX YEARS, WAS SHOT IN 
SIDE AS HE WALKED THROUGH ROSEAU STREET, FOR NO APPARENT 
REASON (BTN 361). JIRASEK WAS OPERATED ON BY LEADING DOMINICAN 
SURGEON FOLLOWING MORNING BUT DIED THAT EVENING. 

4. POLICE COMMISSIONER PHILLIPS TOLD DCM, WHO VISITED DOMINICA 
FEB 27-28, THAT HE HAD FIRST FEARED INCIDENTS WERE PART 

OF CONCERTED ACTION AGAINST FOREIGNERS BY YOUNG RADICALS, 

BUT ON BASIS OF CIRCUMSTANCES HE WAS CONVINCED THAT INCIDENTS 
WERE UNRELATED AND IN PART RESULTED FROM CARNIVAL WHEN THE 
INCIDENCE OF VIOLENCE (INVOLVING CLASHES BETWEEN DOMINICANS 
THEMSELVES) NORMALLY INCREASES, AS IT DID THIS YEAR TOO. HE 
SAID HE HAD SEVERAL LEADS AND SUSPECTS WHICH POLICE ARE 
FOLLOWING UP. 

5. POLICE COMMISSIONER ALSO SAID DOMINICA DOES NOT HAVE WELL- 
ORGANIZED ACTIVIST 'BLACK POWER" GROUP AND THAT OCCASIONAL 
INCIDENTS WHICH DO OCCUR ARE RESULT OF INDIVIDUALS (USUALLY 
YOUNG TROUBLE MAKERS) WHO ARE EXCITED BY INFLUENCE OF RADICALS 
SUCH AS ROOSEVELT DOUGLAS AND WILLIAM RIVIERE (BTN A-136, 

AUG 1973). PREVIOUS INCIDENTS HAVE INCLUDED ATTACK ON CANADIAN 
UN DP EXPERT, WHO WAS STONED WITH FAMILY LAST YEAR AT JUNGLE 
LAGOON TOURIST SITE (A- 184, SEPT 1973) AND ON YOUNG AMERICAN 
WOMAN, CAMPING OUT WITH HER MOTHER AND CHILD, WHO WAS RAPED 
IN 1972. RACIAL HOSTILITY IN DOMINICA HAS ALSO MANIFESTED 
ITSELF AT ST. MARY'S ACADEMY, WHERE SOME FOREIGN CATHOLIC 
PRIESTS AND NUNS FINALLY LEFT WHEN FACED WITH MOUNTING STUDENT 
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OPPOSITION. 

6. GOVERNMENT IS OBVIOUSLY HIGHLY CONCERNED OVER DAMAGE SUCH 
INCIDENTS CAN DO TO DOMINICA'S IMAGE AND TO INVESTMENT 
CLIMATE AND TOURIST TRADE, WHICH IS ALREADY DOING POORLY. 

DEPUTY PREMIER PATRICK JOHN SENT CABLE TO EMBASSY MARCH 1 
EXPRESSING REGRET OVER INCIDENTS (BTN 389). HE ALSO MADE 

RADIO BROADCAST FEB 28 APPEALING TO PUBLIC FOR ASSISTANCE 
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IN TRACKING DOWN ASSAILANTS AND BRINGING TO JUSTICE ' THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE ATROCITIES,' 1 WHOM HE ACCUSED AS BEING 
"IRRESPONSIBLE FRINGE ELEMENTS OF OUR COMMUNITY," ACCORDING 
TO PRESS REPORTS. HE ALSO STATED THAT "MORE EFFECTIVE MEASURES 
WILL BE INTRODUCED TO STAMP OUT THE MENACE THAT THREATENS 
OUR PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT; AND QUITE APART FROM THIS AS 
A CIVILIZED COUNTRY, WE WILL INSIST ON PROVIDING THE NECESSARY 
PROTECTION TO FOREIGN NATIONALS IN DOMINICA, THAT OUR NATIONALS 
ENJOY IN OTHER LANDS." 

DONOVAN 
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